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What is a WUI?
Wildlife Urban Interface (WUI) is typically referred to as the zone where 
wildland areas (forests or other natural landscapes) meet with an urban 
development.
WUI codes are regulations designed to address fire risks and are often part of 
building and fire codes.

	» LAC Municipal Code Chapters 10 and 22.
WUI’s are particularly important for emergency planning and to aid with 
insurance issues.



Why WUI, Why Now?
Elevated Wildfire Risk
Notable Historical Wildfire Events Near Los Alamos

	» Cerro Grande 2000, Dome Fire 2003, Las Conchas 2011, Thompson Ridge 
2013, Cerro Pelado 2022, Hermits Peak/Calf Canyon 2022

Prioritizing Life Safety & Property Conservation
Optimal Time to Act
Insurance Considerations



Los Alamos County WUI
Based on the 2021 International Wildland Urban Interface Code

	» Chapter 5, Special Building Construction 
Regulations, LAC Code Chapter 10

	» Chapter 6, Fire Protection Requirements, LAC 
Code Chapter 22



Los Alamos County WUI
International Wildland Urban Interface Code (IWUIC) Definitions

CHAPTER 5, SPECIAL BUILDING CONSTRUCTION REGULATIONS, LAC 
CODE CHAPTER 10

Class 1 Fire Hazard, Extreme-Ignition Resistant 
Construction
Class A Fired Rated Roofing Material
Skylights and Eaves
Doesn’t include roof valleys, gutters or downspouts, 
or vertical glazing due, to burdensome costs or new/
additional permits for homeowners



Los Alamos County WUI
International Wildland Urban Interface Code (IWUIC) Definitions

CHAPTER 6, FIRE PROTECTION REQUIREMENTS, LAC CODE CHAPTER 22

Defensible space around structures.
Requiring sprinklers for any NEW construction, 
excluding residential one- and two-family dwellings 
and townhouses, not more than three stories above 
grade plane in height.



WUI Adoption Next Steps
Introduction of Ordinance-April 8, 2025
Educational Town Hall-April 30, 2025

	» Goal is to inform and have dialogue about this Code Ordinance.
	» Talk about roll-out process.
	» Not looking for citations, looking to be proactive.

Public Hearing-May 6, 2025
30-day appeal period-Ends June 5, 2025



Questions?
We want to hear from you!



To submit additional questions 
or feedback, visit: 
 
www.lacnm.com/wui

To read the full ordinance 
online, visit: 
 
www.lacnm.com/wui-ord


