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1
Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

I don't th ink the county unders tands  the huge tim e and financial expens e that would be incurred by 
hom eowners  as  a res ult of th is . An electrical s erv ice upgrade and new conductors  run to thes e 
appliances  is  not eas y. My pers onal experience with electrical contractors  in the area is  not pos itive, 
maybe that'll be different in 2050-2070.



Cons ider putting grants  in place for hom eowners  to proactively get s erv ice upgrades  and run 
conductors  for appliances . 

B uilding 
E fficiency #150

Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

The tighter the building envelope the worse the indoor air quality.  This has not been addressed here.

  T he county has  jus t adopted the new energy code that will require triple pane windows  as  the only 
option for a perm it.  T riple panes  are the only ones  that have the s ufficient U factor.  T he im pact of th is  
change alone is  going to have a large im pact on budgets .  Don’t add the S anta F e regulation while the 
cos ts  of th is   new code is  s till being abs orbed by J ohn Q P ublic. 

B uilding 
E fficiency #151

Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

I don't understand this.

What are "green building standards"?  Are those energy efficiency standards.

Y ou need to write thos e s tandards  into the L os  Alam os  building code. T his  is  not a L E E D or s om e s uch 
attaboy award, th is  is  the code that builders  are required to build to.  J us t change the code - that's  all 
there is  to it.

B uilding 
E fficiency #152

Konvei
o

J une 
F abryka-
Martin

T his  s entence is  confus ing. T he firs t s entence indicates  that th is  s trategy is  targeting new buildings , 
while the las t s entence s eem s  to refer to exis ting buildings .

B uilding 
E fficiency #153

2
Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

I'm  fine with this  paragraph and its  goals . B ut until electrical appliance tech and ins taller (electrician) 
ability fu lly m atures , the two lis ted "options " are problem atic. F or ins tance, if m y water heater goes  out, 
I'd love to ins tall a heat pum p water heater, but right now, there are none that fit in m y s pace. I'd love to 
put an induction s tove in m y kitchen, but have s truggled to find a contractor to do the work. 

B uilding 
E fficiency #154

4
Konvei
o

Mike 
Alexander

Y ou cannot require this .  A hom eowner can replace a gas  hot water heater eas y enough. but to redo 
their electrical panel and run new wiring for an electric hot water heater to m eet a local requirem ent 
(holis tic goal) is  not acceptable.  How is  the electricity being produced?   Can the current infras tructure 
s upport th is .

B uilding 
E fficiency #155

5
Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

How m any people buy thes e appliances  from  Metzeger's ?  Are there m any other bus ines s es  to 
purchas e thes e at all within the county?  I'd gues s  m os t folks  buy appliances  from  L owe's  or Hom e 
Depot in S anta F e, or have a contractor pick them  up from  a s upply hous e in S anta F e or AB Q. 
R es tricting local s ales  of thes e will have bas ically no effect.

B uilding 
E fficiency #156

Konvei
o

J une 
F abryka-
Martin

At a Council work s es s ion in March 2024, Council approved s etting a m ore am bitious  goal of 2050. 
T hus , it 's  unclear which is  the current draft target date, 2050 or 2070. In any event, I expect the target 
date m ay be a controvers ial topic of dis cus s ion for Council when it is  as ked to approve the draft 
Clim ate Action P lan. DP U/B P U in particular does  not appear to cons ider the earlier date to be 
des irable. Are there plans  to addres s  this  conflict before the draft goes  to Council, e.g., by preparing a 
s eparate analys is  that looks  at the feas ibility of the earlier date?

B uilding 
E fficiency #157



9
Konvei
o Katie T his  is  s uper im portant. I've been waiting for the IR A/HE E R A rebates  to ins tall a heat pum p.

B uilding 
E fficiency #158

10
Konvei
o

J une 
F abryka-
Martin

Might it m ake s ens e to have s im ilar training available to the public?  I envis ion training that would target 
Do-It-Y ours elf people or, perhaps  m ore im portantly, people who want to be s avvy about how to 
determ ine whether or not a contractor has  the appropriate know-how and is  applying thes e s kills  to your 
project.

B uilding 
E fficiency #159

11
Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

T his  is  really im portant. L ow availability of contractors  (es pecially electrical) has  definitely been a 
hinderance to our efforts  to electrify. 

B uilding 
E fficiency #160

12
Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s T his  is  too late.  T his  s hould be updated to a m ore forward looking date, like 2050.

B uildings  & 
E nergy #128

13
Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

S eem s  that the as s is tance and pus h for rooftop s olar s hould be a s tronger focus , including on top of 
county buildings  and in parking lots .

B uildings  & 
E nergy #129

Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

Y ou m ight want to revis e this  paragraph given that DP U jus t reduced electricity payback to the 
wholes ale cos t.  Mos t people would not call that as s is ting the cus tom er rooftop s olar ins tallation.

B uildings  & 
E nergy #130

Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

Why only "Silver".

Is  that the bes t we can s trive for?   E nergy inefficiencies  built now will be around a long long tim e.  Why 
not build to the bes t efficiencies  available?

B uildings  & 
E nergy #131

Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

How does  the s tatem ent “New Mexico has  one of the highes t poverty rates … ” apply to a L os  Alam os  
county action plan.  It hardly fits  our dem ographics . Y ou could s ay xx%  of L os  Alam os  County s truggle 
to pay their u tilit ies  bas ed on data available to the county. 

B uildings  & 
E nergy #132

Konvei
o

S tephanie 
Haas er

S ocial E xplorer data from  2020 s ugges ts  around 10%  of our County is  P oor or S truggling. While true 
that is  down com pared to neighboring counties  (20-40% ), that's  s till quite a lot of people -- and does  not 
include more recent figures associated with struggles families are facing due to inflation. 



Is n't dem and for as s is tance from  local food dis tributions  s till elevated?  Has n't there been an increas e in 
the num ber of hom eles s  in town?

B uildings  & 
E nergy #132

Konvei
o Charlotte

I love the idea of developing an energy efficiency and electrification outreach and education cam paign 
for com m unity m em bers . P artnering with the s chools  and educating s tudents  would be helpful too.

B uildings  & 
E nergy #133

Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

T his  is  a GR E AT  idea! if you leave it to hom eowners  to DIY  an audit, they m ay never get it done. As k 
m e how I know... ;-)

B uildings  & 
E nergy #134

Konvei
o

Katie 
L eonard

P erhaps  add, "... audits  and appliance replacem ent plans ." We need to encourage people to have a 
plan in place for when their water heater or furnace gives  out. Otherwis e, they tend to jus t purchas e 
exactly what they already had. 

B uildings  & 
E nergy #135

Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

T his  is  very im portant! T here are s o m any federal and s tate incentives  available for efficiency and 
electrification updates , hundreds  to thous ands  of dollars  of s avings  available for each qualified hom e! 
B e s ure everyone knows  about thes e s o they can plan replacem ents  and upgrades  when the tim e is  
right for them .

B uildings  & 
E nergy #136

Konvei
o

S tephanie 
Haas er Incentives  do not help fam ilies  who are liv ing m onth to m onth and need to m inim ize daily cos ts .

B uildings  & 
E nergy #136



Konvei
o

J une 
F abryka-
Martin

I feel as  though I am  getting m ixed s ignals  from  the County's  environm ental s us tainability 
recom m endations  to ins tall a s olar energy s ys tem  on their property, vs  the s ugges tion from  the P ublic 
Utilities  B oard/Departm ent that m ore res idential s olar power s ys tem s  m ay caus e problem s  for the 
electric dis tribution s ys tem  and are not actively encouraged or prom oted. 

B uildings  & 
E nergy #137

Konvei
o

S tephanie 
Haas er T his  could dras tically im pact owners  of m any of the original hom es  in town. 

B uildings  & 
E nergy #138

Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

It would be great als o to have this  for hom es  being s old. An energy efficiency s core and s ugges ted 
im provem ents  for a hous e to be given to a buyer, s o they would know how efficient a hous e is , and 
what could be done to im prove it. Doing this  before s ale would give buyers  m ore info about cos ts , and 
clue them  in about what they m ight want to do before m oving in.

B uildings  & 
E nergy #138

Konvei
o

J une 
F abryka-
Martin I love this  s trategy item , es pecially the public das hboard.

B uildings  & 
E nergy #139

Konvei
o T ony

T his  is  an over-reach. We do not need our governm ent local, s tate or federal interfering with cons um er 
choices .   Innovation and im provem ent s hould be s elf-s ufficient and not rely on governm ent 
interference.

B uildings  & 
E nergy #140

Konvei
o Charlotte I th ink this  is  a great idea to require the replacem ents  of equipm ent to be electric. 

B uildings  & 
E nergy #141

Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

Many s tates  are s im ply not allowing gas  appliances  to be s old after a certain date.  Is  NM going to 
prohibit thes e s ales .  If s o it would m ake L os  Alam os 's  job m uch eas ier, s o L os  Alam os  s hould be 
pusing this at the state level.

If it is  known that at s om e point there will no longer be s upport for natural gas  appliances , then 
cons um ers  can be warned and m ake the decis ion to go electric as  their appliances  need replacing. 

B uildings  & 
E nergy #142

Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

A burnout replacem ent often requires  a quick fix to res tore the s erv ice. (No hot water for an extended 
duration is  not practical.) R es idents  m ay not be prepared to undertake the additional cos t of converting 
an unexpectedly broken system.

I would s ugges t an incentive or credit to help encourage res idents  to replace before failure to be 
prepared for the proces s  of ins talling additional requirem ents  for electrification.

B uildings  & 
E nergy #143

Konvei
o Wayne

T his  will be a large expens e to hom eowners  due to the cos t as s ociated with running additional electrical 
circuits  and potentially s ub panels  in order to im plem ent thes e changes .  We already s truggle to get 
contractors  to work in L os  Alam os  county for reas onable prices .  All thes e s ugges ted changes  jus t add 
cos t to the res idents .  

B uildings  & 
E nergy #144

Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

T here is  an em bedded as s um ption here that the electricity generation will be "cleaner" than the already-
clean natural gas . B efore im plem enting this  requirem ent, the County s hould ens ure that electricity 
generation is  actually "cleaner" for the S tate, US A, World. It is  irres pons ible and unethical to take a 
purely local v iew.

B uildings  & 
E nergy #145

Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

As  a pros pective hom ebuyer in the L os  Alam os  county region, I v iew this  as  an unneces s arily difficult 
financial burden to add upon an already difficult hous ing m arket. I unders tand the intent of th is  plan but 
dis agree with its  propos ed im plem entation. As  others  have s tated, I agree m ore with encouragem ent 
and education over m andates . P leas e cons ider that the hous eholds  m os t likely to be negatively 
affected by this  m ight include m inority, lower incom e (relative to hous ing m arket), and otherwis e 
financially burdened by preexis ting high cos ts  as s ociated with the area. 

B uildings  & 
E nergy #146



Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

While I'm  120%  in favor of electrification and very s trong clim ate action, th is  will run into is s ues  with 
hom es  already having m axed out s erv ice panels . Creating too s trong a res triction m ight force 
hom eowners  to take on a $3-5k electrical panel upgrade jus t to replace a gas  water heater. T here 
needs  to be a reas onable roadm ap s o that hom eowners  aren't s crewed during an em ergency 
replacem ent. ("S hoot! T he gas  water heater jus t failed. L ooks  like I need to wait 3 m onths  to get an 
electrician to upgrade m y panel s o that I can ins tall a heat pum p water heater per county 
requirements.")



R ecom m end focus ing on s ignificant s ubs idies  and incentives  to electrify rather than m ake it a 
requirem ent at burn-out. Or, tax new gas  appliance ins tallations .

B uildings  & 
E nergy #147

Konvei
o

S tephanie 
Haas er

T axing new gas  appliances  is  a tax on thos e who are not affluent enough to pay the increas ed 
contractor rate that will com e with a m andate.

B uildings  & 
E nergy #147

Konvei
o Greg

No m andates , and keep s upplying natural gas . T he US  has  reduced C02 em is s ions  m ore than any 
developed country by trans itioning to natural gas . 

B uildings  & 
E nergy #148

Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

S urely, you m us t m ean this  s tatem ent for the county buildings  only.   R eplacem ent in kind s hould 
always  be allowed. R equiring a hom eowner whos e gas  furnace or water heater jus t broke to require an 
electrical revam p is  ridiculous .  T he hom eowners  m ay freeze as  they wait for a contractor and a county 
perm it to im plem ent th is .  It can take m onths . 

B uildings  & 
E nergy #149

Konvei
o T enCate

DP U has  m ade it clear that they do not want rooftop s olar bas ed on recent changes  to billing and 
rem oving all language related to net m etering on their webs ite. B reak even on m y array is  now well pas t 
the lifetim e (30 years ). I won't live that long. I'm  angry, and dis appointed they jus t changed the rules  on 
us .

B uildings  & 
E nergy #163

Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

R es iliency to outages , as  clim ate-related dis as ters  increas e, is  a big deal. L ocal generation 
(s olar+s torage, m icrogrids , etc.) is  a good way to addres s  this . Can we m ake it attractive for res idents  
to ins tall local power generation capabilities ?

B uildings  & 
E nergy #167

E m ail
R obert 
Gibs on 

(p. 29 BE1.3) Why not list and expand upon relevant explicit recommendations from the LARES report, 
e.g., NG-7, 8, and 9?

B uildings  & 
E nergy #325m

E m ail
R obert 
Gibs on 

(p. 30 BE1.4) Why not list and expand upon relevant explicit recommendations from the LARES report, 
e.g., NG-2, 3, and 4?

B uildings  & 
E nergy #325n

E m ail
R obert 
Gibs on 

(p. 30 BE1.6) Title (“electrical”) does not match text (“fossil-fueled,” “gas”). It also sounds more 
compulsory than necessary and encourages waiting until equipment fails. Suggest something like, 
“Encourage replacement of natural gas appliances with electric before or as they approach end-of-life.”

B uildings  & 
E nergy #325p

Angelica 
Gurule R em ove all L AR E S  T as k F orce R ecom m endations  alignm ents   

B uildings  & 
E nergy

Angelica 
Gurule Utilities  As s is tance P rogram  

B uildings  & 
E nergy



E m ail
Katharine 
Martin

Contractor T raining
T his  s olu tion is  not very-well explained in the docum ents .  If th is  is  an energy-efficiency 
training provided by the County to contractors , I don't s ee that it will help.  T he B uilding Code 
is  required reading for all contractors  in that field.  It is  difficult to get contractors  to com e this  
far out for work, s o why would they volunteer to com e for a m andated training for th is  location 
only?
Adding requirem ents  jus t adds  cos t to any contract..  S pecific requirem ents  within a County 
contract can be negotiated as  des ired, for a S E R E  level, or certain lighting fixtures .  
Otherwis e, hom eowners  and bus ines s  owners  are res pons ible for any additional 
requirem ents  in their properties .

B uildings  and 
E nergy #322

E m ail
Katharine 
Martin

R es iliency.  (B E E 2.2)
  R es ilience is  addres s ed m os tly in the appendices .  R es iliency s hould not be cons idered to 
be us ing renewable power s ources , but m ore fu lly to be the ability to recover from  ups ets  to 
the s ys tem s .  R enewable power is  s till not firm  power which is  available 24/7.  T he recent 
County power purchas e agreem ent to purchas e power from  new nuclear reactors  in Idaho fell 
apart without s ufficient com m itm ent from  other purchas ers .  F irm  power is  s till required and 
will have to com e from  other s ources  in the im m ediate fu ture.   E lectrification of buildings  will 
tend to reduce res iliency unles s  the building has  an em ergency backup generator that runs  on 
natural gas  or petroleum  fuel.  Natural gas  for heating and cooking are alternatives  available 
to res idents  with u tility cos t im plications  and which provide res iliency.  If a power line to m y 
neighborhood falls , or a trans form er fails , I can s till light m y s tove to cook, or heat a portion of 
the hous e with the fireplace.
  A num ber of local res idents  us e wood to provide heat in their hom es , or augm ent the other 
natural gas  or electric s ys tem s .   T his  is  both a res iliency m eas ure and a cos t s aving m eas ure 
for thos e res idents . T hes e em is s ions  were not m entioned in the inventory, and would be very 
hard to quantify.  I do not believe that the County governm ent s hould be telling res idents  what 
appliances  they m ay purchas e, nor us ing taxpayer funds  to incentivize certain products .  T his  
would not be equitable, nor effective. In m y experience, the older, les s -efficient refrigerator 
often ends  up in the garage, s till being us ed, with no energy s avings  being realized.

B uildings  and 
E nergy #322

E m ail
R obert 
Gibs on 

(p. 30 BE1.6) LARES Recommendation CP-2 is moot. The Constitution was amended. Implementing 
legislation (not limited to low-income) is the next step.

Buildings and 
Energy #325r

E m ail
R obert 
Gibs on 

(p. 31 BE2.1) Meters are already installed. County uses net billing. Does this recommend going instead to 
net metering?

Buildings and 
Energy #325s

E m ail
Norm an 
S chroeder

E lectrifying and ins ulating the old hous es  in this  town is  going to be expens ive.  It m ight be eas ier to 
jus t level the hous es  and build fres h.  E lectrification of old hous es  m ay als o run into as bes tos  problem s .

B uildings  and 
E nergy #326

E m ail
Norm an 
S chroeder

L onger term  we need to explore m odular nuclear reactors  clos e to exis ting trans m is s ion lines . We have 
had two reactors  at L ANL .  Why not build a m odular reactor at L ANL , S andia, or at the T rinity S ite. 

B uildings  and 
E nergy #326



E m ail
Norm an 
S chroeder

T he L ACAP  talks  about" encouraging" but as  you read through the plan "require" becom es  m ore 
prevalent.  In addition as  the plan is  im plem ented there will be m iles tones  to m eet.  If they are not m et 
then s om ething needs  to be done.  "R equired actions " will be im plem ented with the as s ociated 
enforcem ent protocols  that infringe on your rights  and indiv idual freedom .  E xam ple, banning gas  
s toves .  I like cooking on a gas  s tove, I would be very ups et to be forced to get an electric s tove.  
B es ides , com pared to the quantity of gas  us ed for heating, th is  s tove us es  a triv ial am ount of gas .

B uildings  and 
E nergy #326

E m ail
Norm an 
S chroeder

What will be next?   Will they ban propane or charcoal for your B B Q?   An electric B B Q!  Now that is  
am biance!  I gues s  you can m ake up for th is  with a back-yard cam pfire us ing the m os t econom ic fuel, 
wood!  P rogres s !

B uildings  and 
E nergy #326

Next 
Door

Kathleene 
P .

What?  As  they do nothing to help people AF F OR D s om ething that would really help, like fu ll ins ulation 
or ins ulation updates  in their attics ?  How woke of them , but perhaps  they need to hire a real E NE R GY  
CONS E R VAT ION ME CHANICAL  E NGINE E R  to give them  input on their plan, rather than s om e 
greenie.

B uildings  and 
E nergy

L AR E S  
Counci
l 
Workin
g 
Group

L AR E S  
Council 
Working 
Group B E 1.3 - R em ove P NM

B uildings  and 
E nergy

Konvei
o B arbara

In general, I am  very pleas ed with the draft Clim ate Action P lan.  I hope there will be an em phas is  on 
prom oting local renewable energy, including com m unity s olar and battery s torage. com m unity power #001

Konvei
o B arbara

I would als o like to s ee increas ed requirem ents  for energy efficiency in new buildings  as  well as  a ban 
on natural gas  hook-ups  in new buildings . R eplacing gas  in exis ting s tructures  is  m ore difficult and 
expens ive. efficiency #001a

E m ail
B rian 
Halladay

Mos t the older hous es  in L A don’t have 220 hookups  for s toves , expect to pay $1000-$5000 for 
ins tallation. Is  the County going to pay for the ins tallation, doubtfu l. I s ugges t everyone contact your 
County councilor and put a s top to this  nons ens e.
B rian Halladay
S ent from  m y iP ad

E lectrification #327

E m ail
Michael 
S m ith

In general I s upport m os t of th is  plan. I would s tres s  two things  - firs t the part about having to replace 
broken gas  appliances  with electric ones  will be burdens om e on hom eowners . T he appliance is n't the 
hard part, it 's  having to get an electrician to run 240v to your new dryer. P lus  how will you enforce that?  
Are you going to have police or code enforcem ent on alert for illegal new gas  dryers ?

S econdly we need to look beyond jus t greenhous e gas  is s ues  when we talk of s us tainability. Im proved 
recycling needs  to be included in this . E lectrification #328



E m ail
Karyl Ann 
Arm brus ter

I believe we have to s upport  the CAP . I have concerns  about what citizens  HAVE  to do to their hom es  
as  m any cannot afford it OR  they will only be liv ing in their hom es  for another 4-5 years  and do not 
want to inves t thous ands  to add s olar or change their gas  s tove or gas  heat to electric. I would certainly 
s upport not allowing thos e item s  on new built hom es  and s chools  ( as  I s ugges ted for B arranca and 
was  ignored) but there are non-good cons equences  for s olar … .lith ium  drilling and the copper we have 
to get from  third world countries  to build what we believe we need.

E lectrification #329a
Konvei
o

B arry 
Os borne

T his  "clim ate action" plan is  arrogant.  T o think we have a s ignificant effect on the clim ate is  abs urd.  
R enewable, s olar/wind, energy is  a racket.  Natural gas  is  the bes t choice for energy. energy #011

Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

Car com panies  are m oving away from  E V 's  for various  reas ons .  It s eem s  like there are better 
alternatives in the future.  

S hould L os  Alam os  be pus hing infras tructure for s om ething that is  becom ing  outdated? E V #050

Konvei
o

George 
Chandler

Our pres ent public trans portation both within L os  Alam os  and to neighboring cites  is  rudim entary, 
focus ed prim arily on com m uters  and (in L A ) s chool children. S eniors , handicapped and others  who can 
no longer drive are s tuck in L os  Alam os  with few options .  T here is  no incentive for us  to not buy cars : 
T his  im pacts  the hous ing s ituation (required parking for m ore cars ) as  well as  the em is s ions  s cenario.  I 
think this is true for all of Northern and indeed all rural New Mexico. 

On E V 's :  Anybody who drives  around New Mexico would be nuts  to buy an E V .  L im ited range and 
charging.  E ven in L A there are few charging s tations , only people who can charge at hom e and drive 
no further than Santa Fe or Espanola could use an EV..


E V #269

E m ail
Karyl Ann 
Arm brus ter

> In addition, I am  not ready to buy an electric car . In the fu ture that m ight be a goal, but we clearly 
have to have gas  for current cars  that no one is  giv ing away (as  who would buy them ?  and who would 
buy a T es la by Mus k? ) We live in a com m unity who couldn't even ban s ingle us e plas tic  bags … but 
having s aid that … I definitely s upport the fu ture. L A will not change the world, but we could lead the 
world when we buy in.

E V #329b

Konvei
o

Mike 
Alexander

T he trans ition away from  fos s il fuels  is  a long-term  pipe dream , L os  Alam os  County s hould not hold 
them s elves  to this .  Y ou can lis t is  a goal, but not a requirem ent. natural gas #015

16 E m ail
R obert 
Gibs on 

Hi Angelica,
I do not expect to have tim e to do the m ajor work that would be required to integrate s everal of the 
L AR E S  recom m endations  into the draft CAP .
T his  s hould have been done (by Cas cadia) s tarting m onths  ago.
S o I don't expect to go beyond m y s ugges tions  of 29 J ul to integrate L AR E S  recom m endations  NG-
2,3,4 and NG-7,8,9 into the CAP  m ore explicitly. Natural Gas



17 E m ail
R obert 
Gibs on 

T o that, I would add that NG-6 could be included in the CAP , too. Y es , there are s om e court cas es  
acros s  the country (not in NM) that hold agains t banning new gas  hook-ups  under their res pective s tate 
laws .
Cas cadia s hould know about them  and be able to s um m arize where thos e s tand. T hey probably are not 
willing to opine on whether s uch a ban m ight s urv ive under NM s tate law, but des criptive citations  of 
cas es  els ewhere could give our citizens  and policy-m akers  s om e indication of how the legal winds  are 
blowing and provide a s tarting place for our County Attorney if s o directed.
S orry, I can' do m ore. I've s pent way too m uch tim e already trying to help Cas cadia do a better job -- 
without m uch to s how for it.
Have a good weekend. S ee you (on-line) Monday m orning.
--R obert

Natural Gas

19 E m ail
Katharine 
Martin

Was tewater T reatm ent
  T he goal of was tewater treatm ent is  to m ake s afe effluent.  T he E P A requirem ents  for total 
n itrogen dis charges  are for clean water res ults , not GHG em is s ions .  When nitrogen 
com pounds  are converted to N2 gas  through the treatm ent proces s , it  rem oves  the nitrogen 
from  the water, and releas es  it to the air as  a non-greenhous e gas .  T he treatm ent plants  are 
operating within perm it levels  and s hould not be pres ented as  a problem  to the com m unity.

T hank you for th is  opportunity to m ake com m ents  to the draft Clim ate Action P lan.

S incerely,  Katharine Martin of White R ock
Natural 
S ys tem s #322

E m ail
Norm an 
S chroeder

T he urban fores tation is  at odds  with our water s upply.  We garden and m aintain our trees  as  a barrier 
to fires .  T his  us es  a lot of water even with drip irrigation and watering at night.  T he water bill is  
expens ive.  P rom oting indiv idual com pos ting is  als o difficult in our dry clim ate.  T his  als o us es  a lot of 
water. Natural S ys tem s #326

20
Konvei
o P erk "L awns ! Huh. Oh yeah, what are they good for?  Abs olutely nothing! S ay it again now..." 

Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #222

21
Konvei
o

S tephanie 
Haas er R educing eros ion and runoff. 

Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #222

22
Konvei
o

Katie 
L eonard

I wonder if s cout troops  would be interes ted in converting lawns  to pollinator gardens  and/or 
xeris capes ?

Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #222

Konvei
o

J une 
F abryka-
Martin

I cannot find the County's  T ree Mitigation P olicy on the County's  webs ite, but the m os t recent vers ion 
that I s aw (Nov 2023) had two s erious  s hortcom ings  that lim it -- or even counteract -- the potential of 
the policy to proactively advance the goals  of the County's  Clim ate Action P lan. F irs t, the tree m itigation 
policy is  lim ited to active projects  on County-owned land. S econdly, m itigation (in the form  of planting 
replacem ent trees ) is  not required if the trees  that are rem oved are 'undes irable' (including large, 
m ature S iberian elm s ) or dying, dead or infes ted trees , even when they are providing s hade, s upporting 
native wildlife, or s eques tering carbon dioxide. I th ink we s hould be proactive in im plem enting tree 
planting and replacem ent policies  on County-owned land, regardles s  of whether a County project is  
underway.

Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #223



Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

It is  m y unders tanding that we us e quite a bit of electricity to pum p water up from  our wells  to L A and 
WR  and treat it. T he les s  we us e, the les s  load to our electrical s ys tem . S om e of our wells  are even run 
on natural gas  I th ink! S o perhaps  you could point out that reducing the need for us e of fres h/treated 
water for lands caping would lower our carbon footprint as  well?

Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #224

24
Konvei
o E S B

acknowledge that thes e s us tainability in itiatives  touch and im pact other areas , even though em is s ions  
m ay not be quantifiable.

Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #225

Konvei
o

J une 
F abryka-
Martin

T hes e areas  s hould include County open s pace, particularly where it in terfaces  with developed areas . 
What great potential that large County-owned res ource has  to m ake s ubs tantial and m eaningful 
progres s  on this  and other CAP  goals !

Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #226

Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

What about greywater from  hom e s ys tem s , s uch as  laundry, s inks , s howers , etc.?  I would L OVE  to 
capture this  water for lands caping purpos es , and any s upport you could provide would be m os t 
welcom e!

Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #227

25
Konvei
o B enjam in yes , we need a com prehens ive grey water policy!

Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #227

26
Konvei
o S am  L oftin

Define "rain barrel". T he typical rain barrel is  m aybe 50gal. T hat's  too s m all to be of any real us e. We 
s hould be thinking of 500 gal or greater cis terns .

Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #228

27
Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

Why don’t you underground the utilities  rather than contracting S outhwes t F ire Defens e to cut down the 
trees  in peoples  yards .  I unders tand the county decided that the “new s tandard “ would be that no tree 
could be within x feet of a com m unication line, not jus t power lines .  

Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #229

28
Konvei
o

S tephanie 
Haas er I would love to s ee this  in both res idential, com m ercial, and m unicipal areas .

Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #230

29
Konvei
o S am  L oftin

How about incentives  to ins tall res idential roof runoff cis terns  to replace m unicipal water us e for 
lands caping?

Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #230

30
Konvei
o S arah

Y es , rain barrels , pleas e. T hough, as  s om eone els e pointed out - one 50 gal rain barrel is  rather paltry. 
P erhaps  1-2 for free, and then a (largely) reduced price for m ore at a given hous ehold.

Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #231

31
Konvei
o

J une 
F abryka-
Martin

I s us pect another contributing threat to roads ide pine trees  m ight be any us e of road-s alt or other 
chem icals  to treat s nowy or icy roads . T rees  down-gradient of s torm water drainages  m ight als o be 
affected by road s alt.

Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #232

32
Konvei
o B enjam in

T he long range water s upply plan needs  to addres s  P F AS  and P F OA in our water s upply. T he 
E P A/F DA regulations  are com ing - s top kicking the can down the road and get ahead of the is s ue. T he 
E P A J une 15, 2022 Health Advis ory  L evels  (HAL s ) are: P F OA 0.004 parts  per trillion (ppt); P F OS  0.02 
ppt.

P erhaps  we s hould be looking at a s trategy that does n't prom ote putting drinking water on the 
lands cape. Ie. P otable and non-potable water s upply, s o that extrem e filtration is  not applied to all water 
supply. 


Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #233



33
Konvei
o S am  L oftin

P leas e give exam ples  of all the green s torm water infras tructure that has /is  being us ed in newly 
developed areas  s uch as  the apartm ents  on DP  R oad or thos e being built on the old DOE  s ite. T hat's  a 
lot of new im perm eable cover dis charging into the canyons .

Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #234

34
Konvei
o S arah

T his  is  a really good ques tion. When I ride m y bike pas t the golf cours e, the tem perature is  noticeably 
lower - there m us t be a m as s ive am ount of water being us e. Has  there been a cons ideration to reduce 
the golf cours e to 9 holes , and do s om ething els e with the res t of the land, e.g. hous ing (that is  actually 
affordable), open s pace, park s pace, or s om e com bination?

Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #235

Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

How m uch water goes  to the golf cours e each year?  What m ethods  are in place to m axim ize the 
watering efficiency and reduce the overall water us age there?

Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #235

35
Konvei
o

Katie 
L eonard

T hey us ed to us e gray/brown water and you could s m ell it (haha). I approve of us ing "previous ly us ed" 
water for the golf cours e, but I don't know if th is  is  s till a thing. Good ques tion to as k.

Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #235

36
Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

I'm  glad to s ee native and drought tolerant s pecies  being cons idered. Developm ent projects --including 
the s chool board when they update s chool areas --s hould have to cons ult with a lis t of native approved 
s pecies  or hire a biological plant expert for recom m endations . T he L os  Alam os  Nature Center has  
s om e good lis ts  that have been created including for L os  Alam os  County B ee City (s hrubs  and forbs ). 
https ://peecnature.org/bee-city/color-photo-guide-to-recom m ended-native-plant-lis t/

Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #236

37
Konvei
o J udy B I am  concerned w the s torm  water m anagem ent, es pecially in the new apt builds  on the old DOE  s ite. 

Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #237

38
Konvei
o J udy B

Yes, do put more attention on gray water use.

Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #238

39
Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

It's  not clear what "urban" m eans  in this  context. Is  it all of the fores ts  within the County (I hope!) or jus t 
thos e in neighborhoods ?  P res erving the health of our canyon and open s pace fores ts  and 
environm ents  is  jus t as  im portant for carbon s eques tration, water retention, biodivers ity, s hade, 
recreation, m ental health, fire protection, etc.

Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #239

41
Konvei
o

J une 
F abryka-
Martin

S ee m y com m ent on the previous  page about the County's  current tree pres ervation & m itigation policy. 
R ather than enforcing it as -is , I th ink that policy s hould be revis ed s o to be m ore proactive in pres erving 
trees  & m itigating their los s . 

Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #240

42
Konvei
o

R oy 
Michelotti

P inon-J uniper (P J ) habitat his torically undergoes  a "s tand-replacing fire" approxim ately every 50 years . 
White R ock is  P J , and there has  not been a wildfire for m ore than 50 years . T he White R ock P J  has  an 
unhealthy tree dens ity, m aking it prone to a devas tating wildfire. T he county needs  to thin the P J  fores t 
on County land, like P ajarito Canyon and all along White R ock Canyon, and help hom eowners  to 
m anage the P J  Habitat that is  on private land. T here is  precedent for as s is ting hom eowners ; during the 
bark-beetle infes tation in early 2000's , rem oval as s is tance for infes ted trees  on private property was  
provided. R eplicating that effort, with an em phas is  on creating a healthy P J  habitat will m itigate the 
inevitable wildfire or the fu ture beetle infes tation.

Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #241

43
Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

Is  part of th is  replacing county lawns  with native ground cover?  T he gras s  around the pond looks  nice, 
but I'd be curious  to know how m uch water goes  into watering it over the cours e of a year.

Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #242

44
Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

Native ground cover (B lue Gram m a and B uffalo gras s ) in s elect areas  that are currently watered could 
be a great native replacem ent for non-native water loving gras s es .

Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #243



45
Konvei
o

S tephanie 
Haas er Has  the County cons idered s toring rooftop runoff of County buildings ?

Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #244

46
Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

T his  is  good. Many adaptations  have to be m ade at the indiv idual property level. Do green roofs  work in 
dry clim ates ?  We s hould incentiv ize heat pum ps , which provide AC. Als o windows  which block heat but 
allow ventilation or s hades . S hade trees . Many pos s ibilities  here!

Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #245

47
Konvei
o B enjam in

yes , green roofs  will work in our clim ate; However, they have to be properly des igned with vegetation 
s pecific for our area. Another area where educational res ources  would be helpful.

Natural S ys tem s  
& Water 
R es ources #245

67
Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

F ocus  in on the top contributors , trans port, natural gas , and electricity.  T he other item s  you have 
identified are s m all, do not s pend capital or res ources  purs uing thos e. com m unity power #021

97
Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

T he County s hould im prove the water s upply s ys tem  to s eal exis ting leaks  and prevent fu ture leaks  and 
water m ain breaks . water #054

98
Konvei
o

Anonym ou
s

Cons idering how electricity m akes  up 22%  of the carbon em is s ions , expanding E V  infras tructure is  jus t 
shifting the carbon output from transportation to electricity (with maybe a slight reduction).



We s hould be focus ing on getting off fos s il fuels  entirely through renewable energy and greatly 
improving pedestrian infrastructure (acknowledged in the document itself).



E lim inating trans portation, natural gas , and electricity carbon em is s ions  will get us  to that 90%  
reduction basically right away.

Note that the most of those 3 emissions contributions comes from fossil fuel usage.



It'd also improve our air quality as well.



If we jus t m ake E V  adoption our prim ary interes t, I'll s till have the graceful honor of breathing in other 
people's  brake and tire dus t while I don't put any into the air m ys elf. P eople will s till die from  car 
cras hes , traffic will s till be a big is s ue, we'll s till be s pending big on road m aintenance, etc. com m unity power #055

102
Konvei
o P erk

Don't educate, *do* greywater projects  and lead by exam ple and educate *by* doing. We're a s cience 
lab, s urely equipped and s taffed to s tudy and im prove upon any num ber of m icro power-generation 
concepts  and pas s ive cooling techniques com m unity power #058

113
Konvei
o S his ky

As  an incentive to increas e energy efficiency,  how about a direct deduction off of a property tax bill for 
energy im provem ents .  S o If m y total property tax bill is  6k and I s pend 6k on im proving m y hom es  
energy efficiency, you don't s teal any m oney (in the form  of property tax) that year. efficiency #068
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