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To learn more about the gray fox and living with other wildlife, 
visit the NM Game & Fish website at www.lacnm.com/NMGF.

The gum industry puts out 6 Washington 
Monuments worth of pollution annually. 

That’s 100,000 metric tons of plastic pollution!

*	*	 Chewing gum isn’t biodigradable. It takes 25-1,000 years to Chewing gum isn’t biodigradable. It takes 25-1,000 years to 
decompose.decompose.

*	*	 Chewing gum was invented December 28, 1869, by a dentist.Chewing gum was invented December 28, 1869, by a dentist.
*	*	 Chewing gum is second to cigarette butts in total litter. Chewing gum is second to cigarette butts in total litter. 
*	*	 The gum base is made out of polyvinyl acetate, which is a   The gum base is made out of polyvinyl acetate, which is a   

primary ingredient in most glues and latex paints.primary ingredient in most glues and latex paints.

So Much Gum!So Much Gum!So Much Gum!So Much Gum!

If You Encounter a Bear: 
•	 If a bear comes near your home, camp or picnic,  

scare it away by making noise from a safe distance:  
yell, clap hands, bang pots together, use an air horn.

•	 Never try to get closer to a bear for a photo. 
•	 Don’t corner a bear; give it an escape route. Alert your  

neighbors or people in the area.

Outdoor Safety:
•	 Hike in groups and stay together, especially kids.
•	 If you see a bear, watch quietly from a safe distance  

(at least 50 yards or 10 car lengths for black bears).  
Never approach.

•	 Never run from a bear. 
•	 Carry bear spray (if permitted) and know how to use it.

Bears and Dogs:
•	 Keep dogs on non-retractable leashes at all times. Don’t 

force a bear to defend itself.

•	 Don’t let dogs bark at, harass, chase, or corner a bear.
•	 Store pet food inside and feed dogs inside, if possible. 

Never leave food/water bowls outside.
•	 If your dog gets into an encounter with a bear, don’t try to 

rescue it. You will get injured. Use bear spray; it works from 
30 feet away.

To learn more about the black bear and living with other wildlife, 
visit the County website at www.lacnm.com/wildlife.

Safety Tips for Black Bear Country...



ladpu.com/DPU

FOLLOW US!
Stay in the know on all things DPU 

by following us on social media

Do you have an electric transformer box in your yard?Do you have an electric transformer box in your yard?

	z Keep your distance. Electric transformer boxes 
house transformers fed by 13,600 volts of electricity. 

	z Don’t plant trees and shrubs too close to it. Roots can 
grow around underground power lines presenting a 
potential hazard for anyone that tries to remove that 
plant.

	z To work on the transformers safely, electric linemen 
need at least 8 feet of clearance in front and 3 feet 
on the other three sides.

	z DPU is assessing these boxes all over Los Alamos 
and White Rock. They will leave door hangers 
where vegetation is impeding access to a 
transformer box. 

	z If you receive a door hanger, do not try to remove 
these trees and shrubs on your own! DPU’s 
linemen will remove them.

	z Even when situated on private property, all 
transformer boxes are on county electric 
easements.

	z When planting vegetation, call for locates by dialing 
811 first even if a transformer is not in the area. 
Contact NM811 at least 2 days before digging. You 
can also submit a locate request online at www.
NM811.org. Click on “I’m About to Dig.”

	z Contact DPU if you have questions at 505.662.8333 
or CustomerCare@lacnm.us.

There’s Only So Much To Go Around 
Does this water bottle look familiar? Fourth graders 
attending the DPU/PEEC Water Festival each year receive 
one and it’s full of water leak facts in relation to the bottle. 
For example, “a running toilet wastes 800 of these bottles a 
day.” 

Home-water-works.org provides a basic water calculator to 
help determine how much water you use. Pair this with the 
readings from your AMI meter to get a full picture of your 
usage. 

Fixing a leaky toilet or sink can be an easy job. This website 
has easy-to-follow DIY videos and step-by-step instructions 
to address minor repairs. If the repairs might be beyond 
your capabilities, be sure to know your limits and contact 
plumbers to avoid having a minor leak becoming a flood. 

....more about your toilet....

•	 The Average American home spends nearly 30% of its 
daily water usage flushing.

•	 Toilets made prior to 1994 (before the Environmental 
Policy Act of 1992 and its energy efficiency changes) use 
3.5 to 5.0 gallons per flush (gpf).

•	 Ultra-Low Flush Toilets (ULFTs) or “low-flow” toilets are 
now required during toilet replacement and use 1.6 gpf.

•	 High-Efficiency Toilets (HETs) use 
1.28-gpf and have been on the 
market since 1999.

This graphic 
demonstrates the 
general supply of 
water available 

on the planet 
versus the demand 

of water by its 
inhabitants.


